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MCC monthly PDI competition rules/guidelines.  (Sept 2025) 
 

• The competition dates, topics and scores can be found on the MCC website.  
• Members must upload their image to the website, see separate instructions. 

• Members who have an entry but will not be in attendance on the comp night must also 
upload as per separate instructions 

• Only .jpg, .jpeg and .png files are acceptable. Any images with a longest edge > 2500 px will 
be re-sized on upload (the Club Projector is HD so this is more than adequate)  

 

Image guidelines 

• The photograph should have been taken by the member, and within the 12 months prior to 
the competition date.  

• No text should be added to the image after the photograph has been taken or in the edit 
process.  

• If the image is a composite, all the elements of the image should be the photographer’s own 
work.  

• Artificial Intelligence (AI) should not be used to generate an image (or part of an image) that 
is entered into the competition. It is recognised that some tools such as the “Remove” tool 
in Photoshop can sometimes use AI to generate the pasted pixels without the user being 
fully aware of this, but members are asked that they follow the spirit of the guidelines as 
best they can. 

• It is stressed that no checks are made as to whether these guidelines are adhered to, and 
that we operate at a high level of trust. It is respectfully expected that members will 
conform to these basic rules. 

• Any raised dispute will be resolved by the Chair (or if absent, one of the committee 
members), whose decision will be final.  
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Viewing and Judging  

• Entries will not be permitted after 19.30 without special dispensation from the committee. 
• All images entered on the night will be presented for judging – there will be no exclusions or 

disqualifications before the judging process due to “off-topic” issues. 
• The images will then be projected onto the large screen as full page and also thumbnails. 
• All members and visitors attending on the night may participate in the judging. Voting slips 

and pencils will be provided or the password to the Voting website page will be issued. The 
images should be ranked in order of preference.  

• There should then be no further interrogation or questioning about that topic and that the 
interpretation is then left to the imagination of the photographer and members judging on 
competition night.  

• Once everyone has voted, the score sheets will be totted up and the results revealed. In 
reverse order, each image will be displayed again for a short chat from the photographer.  

• 1st place will merit 30 points, 2nd place will merit 29 points etc., with each remaining images 
scoring one point less than the one above. 

• The scores will be added to the POTY table on the website. 
• After the December competition, the member with the most points will be crowned POTY 

(Photographer of the Year), and awarded the Mark Longstaff Memorial Trophy which will be 
held until the following December competition. 

• The POTY will also be awarded a prize of £100, with the runner-up receiving £50 and 3rd place £25. 
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Guidance on judging 

How members rank the images is obviously up to each individual, but any or all of the following 
criteria (or others) could be used in the judging process:  

• The topic – Does the image conform to the judging member’s interpretation of the 
competition topic?  

• Rules/guidelines – Does the image conform to the competition rules and guidelines? 
• Impact – First impressions - Does the image have the “Wow” factor?  
• Artistic/photographic merit – Is the image simply a “snap”, or has the photographer spent 

time and effort to achieve the end result?  
• Composition – The arrangement of the forms within the photo should be pleasing to the 

eye. How well did the photographer use the available space within the format? Were the 
guidelines of compositional rules followed? If the rules are broken, did the result justify that 
decision?  

• Background – Is the background cluttered and/or is a distraction that takes the viewer’s eye 
from the subject? 

• Edit – Has the image been edited in a way that is pleasing to the eye, or has it been under-
done or over-done?  

• Exposure – Does the image have an exposure that is suitable, with no areas that are 
unintentionally under-exposed or over-exposed? 

• Focus – Are the areas that are intended to be in focus really in sharp focus?  
• Please remember that the aim of the monthly competitions is to encourage members to get 

their cameras out and practice their photographic skills, especially in genres which are out of 
their comfort zones, and to try something new. Through this experience it is hoped that the 
member’s skills and experience levels will be greatly improved. 

• But most of all, the whole experience, from taking the shot, through to editing and the 
competition event itself should be a fun, friendly, enjoyable, relaxed and stress-free 
experience. 
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